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Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313 

Sir: 



The citation of information on the the attached Forms PTO/SB/08A and Form 
PTO/SB/08B. "Information Disclosure Statement By Applicant" is made pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§§ 1.97 and 1.98. Copies of items are enclosed unless stated otherwise hereinbelow. 



Purusant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), inasmuch as this application relies on prior applications 
Serial No. 09/081,480 filed May 18, 1998 (now U.S. Patent No. 6,165,929, issued on December 
26, 2000) ; Serial No. 09/584,438 filed May 31, 2000 (now U.S. Patent No. 6,531,550, issued on 
March 11, 2003); and Serial No.10/357,212 filed February 4, 2003 (now abandoned) for an 
earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. §120, no copy of any patent, publication or other information 
previously cited by or submitted to the Office in such prior application is being provided 
herewith. In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(c) and 1.1 7(p), Commissioner is hereby authorized 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on QOtUuut Si 2004. 
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to charge Deposit Account No. 09-0528 the required fee amount of $180.00 representing the late 
filing fee for filing this Information Disclosure Statement. 



The Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely on the information submitted 
herein. On the contrary, the Examiner is requested to conduct an independent and thorough 
review of the information, and to form independent opinions as to their significance. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return copies of the enclosed 
Forms PTO/SB/08 A and Forms PTO/SB/08B and to indicate in the official file wrapper of the 
above-identified patent application that each item of the cited information has been considered. 

The citation of this information does not constitute an admission that any of the materials 
are available as a reference or of priority, or a waiver of any right applicant may have under 
applicable statues, Rules of Practice in patent cases, or otherwise. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required, or credit any overpayment to account n9^09^Q528. 
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1812 2 ,520 For filing a request for ex parte reexamination 
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2401 165 Notice of Appeal 
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1806 180 Submission of Information Disclosure Stmt 
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2809 385 Filing a submission after final rejection 

(37 CFR 1.129(a)) 

2810 385 For each additional invention to be 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .17 and 1.27. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. 
SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9 199) and select option 2. 
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